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Use of Bromine in place of Chlorine in Analysis.*--It 
will be of interest to those enga,ged in the laboratory, to know that 
the substitution of bromine water for chlorine is highly recommended 
by H. Klmmerer ; who, after using the process, claims for it several 
advantages. 

The use of chlorine in the precipitation of manganese, the detection 
of nickel with cobalt, in the separation of arsenic, &c., is attended 
with a great inconvenience from the extreme decomposibility of the 
reagent and the frequent unpleasant necessity of preparing it anew ; 
while bromine is free from this objection, inasmuch as it can be pre- 
pared in a few minutes whenever needed. 

The author informs US that in all cases where the use of the rea- 
gent depends on the formation of a hypobromite, the action is far 
more energetic than with chlorine. 

The detection of nickel in presence of cobalt, in cyanide of potassi- 
um solution, by the process of Liebig, often fails when old or weak 
chlorine is used ; while on the other hand, the author assures us 
bromine never fails of success. 

The Claime of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia to 
Popular Pawor. By W. S. W. Ruschenberger. 

This pamphlet, from the pen of the Academy’s Yresident, contains, 
besides a running history of this honored Society, a strong statement 
of its urgent wants, and an appeal to the intelligent public, who are 
indebted to it for so many days of interest and instruction, for aid in 
placing the Inatitution in a position where its activity and usefulness 
wrIIi not be trammelled for want of means. 

It should be a matter of pride to our citizens to place the magnifi- 
cent and, in certain departments, unsurpassed collections of the Acad- 
emy in a building where they would be safe from the possibility of 
destruction by fire, and it is certainly a matter of regret to us that 
good cause should have existed to have made the publication of the 
pamphlet necessary. 

*Ber. d. Deutch. Chem. Cessel. iv. 218. 
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Four Years ut Yale. By a Gracluate of ‘69. C. C. Chatfield yi CO. 
New Haven, 1871. 

A detailed account of the origin, the history, the students-their 
life, customs, politics, traditions,-and, in short, of everything per- 
taining to this, the most peculiar of American colleges, is here pre- 
sented in a, most spirit4 and entertaining manner ; and the interest 
which its abundant fund of narrative affords, can be appreciated only 
upon perusal, to which we most heartily recommend it, to all who 
have past experience, present enjoyment, or future anticipation of 
college life before them. 

The only portion of the book which is open to unfavorable criti- 
cism is that in which the author, emerging from the character of nar- 
rator, which he sustains most ably, pre;;cnts his views upon the “New 
Education” and its advocates, in language characterized more by that 
good old-fashioned prejudice-for which his alnza mater may not be 
altogether blameless-than for sound reasoning. 

-- 
Proceedings of the Stated Neetjng, Hay 17t?b, 1871. 

The meeting came to order at the usual hour, with the President, 
Mr. Coleman Sellers, in the Chair. 

The minutes of last meeting mere read and approved. 
The Actuary submitted the minutes of the Board of Managers, and 

report4 that at their Stated Mcetin g, held hlay lOth, donations to 
the library were receivetl from 

The Royal Astronomical Society, the Statistical Society, the So- 
ciety of Arts, London. The Austrian Society of Civil Engineers and 
Architects. The Manchester Stenm Users’ Association, Manchester, 
England, and Lcs Mondcs, Paris. 

Hon. \\‘m. D. Kelly, Douse of Representatives, Washington. 
Corn. 13. F. Sands, U. S. Naval Observatory. 
The Committee appointed to examine into the method of Estimat- 

ing IIorsc Power of Boilers and Engines reported progress, and were 
continued. 

The Secretary’s Report on Novelties in Science and the Mechanic 
Arts was read; upon which the meeting adjourned. 

WILLIAM II. WAHL, 

Secrata~y. 


